
 

WELCOME TO ST. NICHOLAS GREEK ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL       

VISIT www.stnickspgh.org TODAY for news and updates about our parish! 
CLERGY: Rev. Fr. Christopher Bender and Rev. Dn. Robert Lykos 
Father’s Cell & Email: 724-630-3483; frchbender@verizon.net 

   PROTOPSALTIS: Dr. Nick Giannoukakis     CHANTER & CHOIR DIRECTOR: Steve Andrews           
ORGANIST: Igor Kraevsky      ALTAR BOY CAPTAINS: Andreas Paljug & Jacob Kefalos 

Questions about our Parish?  Email Debbie Sandherr, Office Mgr. at church@stnickspgh.org 
SERVICE SCHEDULE: Winter schedule (Current) Sept.-June, 8:30 a.m. Orthros & 10 a.m. Divine Liturgy;  

summer schedule July & August 8 a.m. Orthros & 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EPISTLE:  Hebrews 11: 9-10, 32-40 (p. 118)   GOSPEL:  Matthew 1: 1-25 (p. 119)    Hymns: See pg. 2 
 

THIS WEEK AT ST. NICHOLAS:  
TODAY, December 24: Sunday before the Nativity-CHRISTMAS EVE; Orthros 8:30 a.m.,  
    Hierarchical Divine Liturgy10 a.m.; Great Vespers, 6:30 p.m. 
 

Monday, December 25: HOLY NATIVITY OF CHRIST-CHRISTMAS DAY; Orthros, 8:30 a.m.,  
    Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.; (Office Closed) 
 

Tuesday, December 26: GOYA Boys Basketball 7 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, December 27: St. Stephen the First Martyr; Orthros, 9 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.  
 

Thursday, December 28: NO Living Orthodoxy TODAY; GOYA Christmas Party-Paljug Residence, 6 p.m. 
 

Saturday, December 30:     NO Greek School TODAY 
 

Sunday, December 31: Sunday before Theophany; Orthros 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10 a.m. 
    NEW YEARS EVE Dinner-Dance 8 p.m. 
Monday, January 1, 2018: Circumcision of Christ & St. Basil the Great- Orthros 9 a.m., Divine Liturgy 10 a.m.; 
    (Office closed) 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DECEMBER 24, 2017–Sunday before Nativity of Christ 
Commemorating all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed of the 
Most Holy Theotokos, according to the genealogy recorded by the Evangelist Luke (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate 

the Prophets and Prophetesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Children.   
Martyr Eugenia and her companions. 

TO OUR VISITORS & GUESTS: We welcome you to worship today, whether you are an Orthodox Christian or this is your first visit to 
an Orthodox Church, we are so pleased to have you with us!  Although Holy Communion and other Sacraments are offered only to 
baptized and chrismated (confirmed ) Orthodox Christians in good standing with the church, all are invited to receive the Antidoron 
(blessed bread) from the priest at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy.  The Antidoron is not sacramental, but is reminiscent of the 

agape feast that followed worship in the ancient Christian Church.  After the Divine Liturgy this morning, please join us in the Church 
hall for fellowship and refreshments.  Please sign our visitor’s book at the back of the church before you leave today, 

 and leave an email address if you want to receive news & announcements from St. Nicholas. 

LAST CALL FOR PARISH  

DIRECTORY INFO:    
Please submit your information  

to be included in the updated  

parish directory as soon as possible!    

Even if your contact information has not changed, 

please submit a form with your name on it so that  

we know your information in the current directory  

is accurate!   
 

Also, please consider sponsoring the directory to  

help Philoptochos offset the cost of printing.   

Thank you! 
 

GOYA NEWS 
Thanks to everybody that helped with the: 

 St. Nicholas Bazaar 

 Pastitsio Sale 

 Sarris Candy Sale 

 Focus Angels 

Please mark you calendar’s 
for the GOYA Christmas Party 
being held on December 28th 

at 6 p.m. at the Paljug 
Residence. 

 
As always, thank you for 

http://www.stnickspgh.org/
mailto:church@stnickspgh.org


      The Philoptochos Board Invites You To 

          Mimosas & Membership 
                  Sunday, January 21st 

                 During Coffee Hour 
Join us to celebrate our 

wonderful organization and our 

amazing women as we kick off 
our 2018 membership drive.     

Bring your membership 
donation to receive your 

complimentary mimosa! 

 

SPECIAL HYMNS OF THE DAY (SMALL ENTRANCE): 
First to be chanted as the priest exits the Altar at the Small Entrance is the Resurrection Apolytikion in Tone 4  

(See p. 171 in the Divine Liturgy books.) 
 

Then, the usual Eisodikon (Entrance Hymn) in Tone 2 is chanted:  Δεῦτε προσκυνήσωμεν καὶ προσπέσωμεν Χριστῷ.  Σῶσον 
ἡμᾶς Υἱὲ Θεοῦ, ὁ ἀναστὰς ἐκ νεκρῶν , ψάλλοντάς σοι· Ἀλληλούϊα.  

 “Come let us worship and fall down before Christ. Save us O Son of God, who arose from the dead. We sing to you, 
Alleluia.” 

 

After this, the Resurrection Apolytikion is repeated, followed by the hymn for the Forefeast of the Nativity: 
Ἀπεγράφετο ποτέ, σὺν τῷ πρεσβύτῃ Ἰωσήφ, ὡς ἐκ σπέρματος Δαυΐδ, ἐν Βηθλεὲμ ἡ Μαριάμ, κυοφοροῦσα τὴν 

ἄσπορον κυοφορίαν. Ἐπέστη δὲ καιρὸς ὁ τῆς Γεννήσεως, καὶ τόπος ἦν οὐδεὶς τῷ καταλύματι· ἀλλ' ὡς τερπνὸν παλάτιον τὸ 
Σπήλαιον, τῇ Βασιλίδι ἐδείκνυτο. Χριστὸς γεννᾶται τὴν πρὶν πεσοῦσαν, ἀναστήσων εἰκόνα. 

As she carried in her womb what she conceived without seed, Mary went to Bethlehem with elder Joseph to enroll,  for they 
were of the house and lineage of David. The time arrived for her to give birth to her Child; but then there was no place for 
them in the inn. Therefore the grotto served as a luxurious royal palace for the Queen. And Christ the Lord is born, to raise 

the image which was formerly fallen.  
 

We then chant the Apolytikion for the Holy Fathers: 
Μεγάλα τὰ τῆς πίστεως κατορθώματα! ἐν τῇ πηγὴ τῆς φλογός, ὡς ἐπὶ ὕδατος ἀναπαύσεως, οἱ ἅγιοι τρεῖς παϊδες ἠγάλλοντο, 

καὶ ὁ Προφήτης Δανιήλ, λεόντων ποιμήν, ὡς προβάτων ἐδείκνυτο, Ταὶς αὐτῶν ἱκεσίαις, Χριστὲ ὁ Θεός, ἐλέησον ἡμᾶς. 
Great are the accomplishments of faith. In the fountain of flame the three Holy Youths rejoiced as though they were resting 
by the waters. And the Prophet Daniel showed himself to be a shepherd to the lions, as though they were sheep. Through 

their prayers O Christ our God, save our souls. 
 

Then, we hear the Apolytikion for the patron saint of our Church:  Κανόνα πίστεως καὶ εἰκόνα πραότητος, ἐγκρατείας 
Διδάσκαλον, ἀνέδειξέ σε τῇ ποίμνῃ σου, ἡ τῶν πραγμάτων ἀλήθεια· διὰ τοῦτο ἐκτήσω τῇ ταπεινώσει τὰ ὑψηλά, τῇ πτωχείᾳ τὰ 

πλούσια, Πάτερ Ἱεράρχα Νικόλαε· πρέσβευε Χριστῷ τῷ Θεῷ, σωθῆναι τὰς ψυχὰς ἡμῶν. 
The truth of things have revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of temperance;  for 

this cause you have achieved the heights by humility, riches by poverty.  O Father and Hierarch Nicholas, intercede with 
Christ God that our souls be saved. 

 

Finally, the Kontakion in Tone 4 for the Nativity of Christ (Dec. 25) is chanted:   
Ἡ Παρθένος σήμερον, τὸν Προαιώνιον Λόγον, ἐν Σπηλαίῳ ἔρχεται, ἀποτεκεῖν ἀπορρήτως. Χόρευε ἡ οἰκουμένη ἀκουτισθεῖσα, 

δόξασον μετὰ Ἀγγέλων καὶ τῶν Ποιμένων, βουληθέντα ἐποφθῆναι, παιδίον νέον, τὸν πρὸ αἰώνων Θεόν. 
Today the Virgin comes to the cave to give birth ineffably to the pre-eternal Word. Dance for joy upon hearing this, all the 
world, and with the angels and the shepherds glorify Him whose will it was to be made manifest as a young Child, the pre-

eternal God.  
EPISTLE:  Hebrews 11: 9-10, 32-40 (p. 118).       GOSPEL:  Matthew 1: 1-25 (p. 119). 

After the Gospel reading, please return to page 12 of the Divine Liturgy Book for the remainder of the Service. 
 

 
    

     
              

             
     

               DECEMBER 24, 2017–Sunday before Nativity 
Commemorating all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, from Adam to Joseph the Betrothed of the 
Most Holy Theotokos, according to the genealogy recorded by the Evangelist Luke (Luke 3:23-38); we also commemorate 

the Prophets and Prophetesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel and the Three Holy Children.   
Martyr Eugenia and her companions. 

Tone 4                                          Orthros Gospel 4 

PASTITSIO SALE 
GOYA has made and are selling Pastitsio pans frozen 
and ready to cook, 9 X12 pans of Greek deliciousness!  
To place an order, contact Alea Melacrinos either after 

church or email at goya.pastichiosale@gmail.com 
Thank you for supporting our fundraiser! 

 



2017 Stewardship Pledge Cards are in the Narthex  
      (Just ask a member of Parish Council) 

 
Re-dedicate yourself to God by participating in the Divine Liturgy each Sunday and offer 

your TIME, Talent and treasure. 
 

                     HELP US REACH/ EXCEED OUR GOAL!! 

 
 
 
 
 

   ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
  
  

   
    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                  2017 STEWARDSHIP 

Total Stewards 298 (GOAL 300) 

Total Pledged 
$139,323.63 

 (GOAL $175,000.00) 

 Avg. Pledge $467.53 

“As the Father Has Sent Me, 

 So I Send You”    John 20:21 

 

                  2017 STEWARDSHIP 

Total Stewards 186 (GOAL 300) 

Total Pledged 
$125,825.00 (GOAL 

$175,000.00) 

Avg. Pledge $676.48 

 “As the Father Has Sent 

Me, So I Send You”    John 

20:21 

From the Church School Desk 
 “You Are the Voice of Christ in a Changing World.” 

 
 
 

    
 

   
 

St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Cathedral Church School is 
preparing for their Holiday Outreach Project.  We are 

looking for hats, mittens, scarves, gloves, etc. for 
FOCUS’ Project Bundle-up to decorate the Christmas 

tree in the Fellowship Room.  Thanks in advance for 
your warm winter accessories and teaching the children 

the gift of giving. 
On behalf of the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox 

Cathedral Church School staff, teachers and students 
have a Merry Christmas!   Yours in Christ, Miss Michelle  

        

 
 JOY, HOPE & LITTLE ANGELS 

                                                       

 OUR ANNUAL JOY, HOPE and LITTLE ANGELS New Year's Party is HERE! 

Join us on Sunday, January 7th 
at the home of Peter and Carol Tsudis immediately after church (approximately 1 p.m.) 

 For more information or to kindly R.S.V.P., please call, text or email Maria Velisaris Coutris at 412-915-7838 or 
mvcoutris@gmail.com. We hope to see you there! 

 

************************************************ 
Bagged Lunches for Homeless – We will be teaming up with Philoptochos on Friday, February 2nd at 6 p.m. to make bagged 

lunches for the homeless.  There will also be dinner and an activity for the kids that evening.  Details to follow. 
 

Are you on our email list? – If you would like to receive emails about JOY (3rd-6th grade), HOPE (K-2nd grade) and Little 
Angels (Toddler/Pre-K) programs and events, please provide your email address to Nikki Lykos (nvlykos@gmail.com). 

  
 

       SIXTY CLUB NEWS 
                         For Sunday, December 24:   

                         MERRY CHRISTMAS to ALL!!   
 

Dates to remember:  
January 14: Slider Lunch “(Please let Virginia know if you 

are coming; we need to order food.) 
February 17: A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON  

THE WAY TO THE FORUM 
 

For Sunday, December 31:  HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL 
January 14, Slider Lunch.  

For Saturday, February 17: “A FUNNY THING HAPPENED 
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM”, Make your reservations 

through Virginia Fekaris (412-867-4804) 
 or Alice Flocos (412-731-4282). 

 

mailto:mvcoutris@gmail.com


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                     
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
COUNTDOWN to ZERO! 

A campaign to retire the mortgage 
 
 

Spread the word! 
 

The Countdown to Zero Capital Campaign 
 is well on its way to reducing the mortgage to zero! 

 

Pledges of $181,000 have been received as of 
December 17, 2017. Payments and donations in the 

amount of $65,000 have been made. 
 

All pledge payments and donations received will 
immediately be applied towards the reduction of 

the principal. 
 

If you have not received your campaign packet in the mail, 
have any questions or simply wish to pledge/donate, please 

ask a committee member or call the office. 
 

Saint Nicholas wishes to thank those who have 
pledged to date and thanks the parishioners for 
 the wonderful support it has received towards 

 this most important campaign! 

PHILOPTOCHOS UPDATES 

Vasilopita and Spanakopita–We have very limited 

quantities of spanakopita and Vasilopita remaining! 
Pick some up today! They are $9 each. 

Food Bank–The Food Bank supports several of our 

parishioners and continues to need your support!  You  
can donate by making a check payable to the “St. Nicholas 

Philoptochos Food Bank” or through United Way by 
designating the St. Nicholas Food Bank (#3288)  
through your employers United Way contribution.  

Questions: contact Elaine Andrianos (412-731-4334) or 
Denise Daugherty (412-508-1326). 

 
 


