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Using Wealth for the Benefit of Others by Chris Andreas 

(The following essay has been provided by the Department of Stewardship Ministries  

of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America) 
                 "For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also," (Luke 12:34). 
 

        Whatever you consider to be of most value to you, that is where your heart will be, whether 

it be the riches of the world, a fabulous home, land, or even great books of a library. The same is 

true for our families, our fellow man, our God and our salvation. Regarding salvation, our Lord 

Jesus Christ states vividly in a parable that, "...the kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchantman, 

seeking goodly pearls: who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that he 

had, and bought it," (Matt 13:45-46). Here, the Lord's kingdom becomes man's greatest treasure, 

and he is unable to detach his heart from it. 

 In the sphere of resources America is the most affluent nation on earth. For instance, we 

see one of our greatest cities, New York, as the financial capital of the world. Here we find Wall 

Street; some of the world's largest multi-national companies; a city budget in the tens of billions, 

normal size homes worth a quarter of a million dollars and up, billions spent on marketing 

through media; some of the world's greatest hotels. We also find LOTTO almost continually  

hovering in the tens of millions. Several of these characteristics are to be found across America as 

a whole where we also discover some of world's largest gambling casinos, contracts for athletes 

that also run into the millions per year, and some of the most magnificent vacation resort areas 

that money can obtain. We could go on indefinitely. And yet in the midst of all of this, we find 

abject poverty: people unable to pay for their room and board; families having little to eat; we 

find children roaming the streets without supervision and a growing welfare society with unem-

ployment, higher crime and poor education for our young. 

       Quite often, those of us who are affluent fail to see the needs of those who are impoverished 

in one way or another, whether physically, morally or spiritually. The Parable of the Rich Man 

and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-32) is the New Testamentôs prime example of such a problem. Here we 

have a man, a beggar who is full of sores, who places himself at the gate of a rich man's home 

desiring to be fed of the crumbs which fall from the rich man's table. Even the dogs from the 

streets come and lick his sores. The rich man, however, is "clothed in purple and fine linen" and 

eats very well each and everyday of his life. And what does the Lord Jesus teach us about such 

extremes and the attitude of the rich man? When they both die, as we all must someday,  

one goes to heaven and the other to hell. Lazarus the poor man is carried by the angels of God 

into Abraham's bosom whereas the rich man receives as his reward everlasting torments. What 

goes around, comes around, and now the shoe is on the other foot. The rich man becomes the 

 impoverished beggar, and Lazarus is in the presence of God's glory. We now see the one in hell 

asking for some water from the hand of Lazarus to cool his tongue. He is refused, however, by 

Abraham who says, "Remember that in your life you received the good things, and Lazarus the 

evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented." The position has reversed itself for 

each man. The more we have in this world, the more we must answer for in the next. Lazarus had 

nothing, and his life was without value in the eyes of the world. But this was not so in the eyes of 

God, and Lazarus was rewarded with the Kingdom of Heaven with all his needs being cared for 

throughout eternity. The reward for the rich man, however, for all his worldly attitudes was  

everlasting punishment. 

 In Mark 8:38, we read "For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world, and lose his 

own soul?" Let us be truthful with ourselves: Do we not often allow our wealth to obscure our 

focus on our God in Heaven. Yet we know that truth lies only in Jesus Christ and His teachings. 

Jesus has taught us to love and to do all things for the benefit of others and not ourselves. A man's 

personal riches can indeed be a means toward salvation but only if he keeps his attention focused 

upon our one, true God and not upon the world nor himself. No possessions are good except by 

the good use we make of them, and the best use we can make of them is for the benefit of others. 

For as Saint John Chrysostom said, "A rich man is not one who has much, but one who gives 

much, for that remains his forever." 

 We work for the benefit of others both directly and through the ministries of agape within 

the Church. As the early Church taught us by her example, we place all that we possess at the  

disposal of God's loving care and service: our time, our talents, and our treasures. And this is the 

actual, true teaching of Jesus Christ. 

 

Points of  
Interest Inside: 

 
ß (,/.13 -3ɯ 

 --.4-"$,$-3ɯ

ÍÖÙɯ ++ɯ&1.4/2ɯÈÛɯ

2Ûȭɯ-ÐÊÏÖÓÈÚ 

 
 

ß -ÖÛÈÙàɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯ

ÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÖŚÊÌ 

 
 

ß %ÈÛÏÌÙÚɯ#Èàɯ 

'ÖÕÖÙÌÌÚɯÈÕËɯ 

,ÌÔÖÙÐÈÓÚɯ 

 

ß )ÜÓàɯ"ÈÓÌÕËÈÙ 

 
 

ß ñCOUNTDOWN TO 
ZEROò  

Capital Campaign 

 

ß Greek Day at  

KENNYWOOD 

 

 

ß Ypapanti Active 

Senior Opportunities 

(YASOU) Annual 

Festival info. inside 

 

 

ß New Philoptochos 
Officers 

 

 

ß Fourth Annual Dinner 
Banquet in Memory of 

Gerontissa Taxiarchia 

 

ß New GOYA Officers 
named 



IMPORTANT: 

NOTICE FOR ALL ORGANIZATIONS OF ST. NICHOLAS 
 

To organize and prioritize the daily needs of St. Nicholas Cathedral, our maintenance staff has adopted 
 a task-list system, prepared with their input, which allots time for routine, seasonal and unexpected needs of 
our facilities. Employees are required to submit a check list of tasks accomplished daily to the Office Manager 

who, in turn, confirms the work has been completed. 
 

Any additional task that may be required of the maintenance staff 
must be scheduled through the Office Manager.  

 
EXAMPLES INCLUDE: running errands, emptying deliveries, setting 
up tables and chairs, taking something to storage, etc.   The OM is 

responsible for all scheduling of help, including extra  
personnel needed for church functions. 

 

All organizations are asked to adhere to this policy.  
We have established a proven labor  pool that must be  

respected and used efficiently.  THANK YOU! 

SIXTY CLUB NEWS:  Contact Virginia 412-687-4804 OR Fran 412-731-0790. Write 

checks, including 2017 dues ($10), to St. Nicholas 60 Club.  Virginia is the membership chairman.   
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Keeping up with Philoptochos  

tIL[ht¢h/Ih{Ω aL{{LhbΥ  ¸ƻǳǊ ǝƳŜΣ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΣ  
ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ  ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘƻǎŜ  

ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ  

PHILOPTOCHOS ELECTS NEW OFFICERS 
On Sunday, June 18, 2017, the Oath of Office was  

administered to the Philoptochos Board by Father 

Christopher Bender and they elected  

their Officers for 2017-2019: 
President:  Nikki Lykos  

Vice-President:  Mary Peterson  

Secretary:  Catherine Pandeladis   

Treasurer:  Marcie McGuire   

Assistant Treasurer:  Denise Daugherty  

Advisor:  Michelle Marie Kotsagrelos 

Board Members: Elaine Andrianos, Estair Kotsagrelos,  

Anna Kukunas, Alisa Mathews and Elaine Vitsas 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
¸ƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ aƛŎƘŜƭƭŜ aŀǊƛŜ YƻǘǎŀƎǊŜƭƻǎΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
(Missing from pic:  Catherine Pandeladis (Secretary),  

Marcie McGuire (Treasurer), Alisa Mathews & Elaine Vitsas.) 


